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disgracefal double tenancies, which have been con-
demned by the health officers, the revising barristers,
and public opinion generally; but unfortunately poli-
tical feeling was introduced, and it was understood
that the retention of these clauses would wreck the
whole bill.

STREAMHILL SANATORIUM.
The sanatorium for the treatment of consumptives

from the city and county of Cork has been for some
months in operation, and it is gratifying to learn that
already several patients have been discharged cured,
two within the past month. There are now fitty-two
patients in the institution, the great majority of
whom are making satisfactory progress. There are
still, however, twenty-five unoccupied beds, while
sufferers from this disease are clamouring for admis-
sion. This strange state of affairs arises from the
fact that there are no funds available or that can be
legally applied towards defraying the travelling
expenses of patients, and providing them with suit-
able clothing. This difficulty in present circumstances
can only be surmounted by prospective patients
becoming inmates of the workhouse, and so justifying
the Poor Law boards in bearing these charges out of
the public funds. The sufferers, naturally anxious as
they are to be cured of this insidious disease, shrink
from the pauper taint. Meanwhile a number of
applications have been received from persons who are
willing to pay for the occupation of the empty beds,
but the sanatorium authorities have stoutly refused
these applications, preferring rather that the beds
should remain unoccupied than that the hospital
should be filled with patients for whom it was never
intended.

[FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.]

BUREAU OF MICRO-BIOLOGY.
The Government Bureau of Micro-Biology was estab-
lished rather less than two years ago, but practical
-work was not begun until the beginning of 1909, and
the first annual report of the work accomplished
during that year has just been issued by the Director,
Dr. Frank Tidswell. From this report we learn that
6,597 specimens of various kinds and 26,744 rats,
making a total of 33,341 specimens, were examined
and reported upon during the year. This large
amount of work was done at the request of various
Government departments, professional men, and
farmers. The specimens examined were obtained
from diseased persons, animals, and plants, dairy
products, soils and waters, for1ds, and several materials
examined for hygienic purroses, as well as medico-
legal exhibits examined on behalf of the police. The
second part of the report deals with the investiga-
tional work, and deals with diseases of animals and
plants, pathological examinations, parasites, etc. The
section on diseases of animals deals with the relation
,of micro-organisms to disease; the sources, modes of
transmission, and consequences of infection, including
the subject of immunity, vaccines, and antitoxins.
There are a series of articles based on observa-
tions made in the bureau upon septic infections,
tuberculosis, typhoid fever, and plague in man,
diarrhoea in calves, and pseudo-tuberculosis in sheep.
'There is a discussion of the current views concerning
the tuberculin test for tuberculosis in animals, an
account of the present method of treatment of
disease by vaccines, and some details concerning the
part played by rat fleas in the dissemination of plague.
There is also a report on the r6le of flies in the
propagation of disease, which conveys some interest-
ing intormation concerning the ordinary house-fly,
bush fly, and the stable-fly of Australia, together with
a list of insects which have been proved or suspected
of carrying disease. Under the heading "Parasites "
there is an account of the intestinal worms of human
beings and stock, including an important list of the
parasites recorded as occutring in Australia. There

is also an account of some half a dozen worms met
with in native animals which are new to science.
The section on hygienic matters deals with the
alleged dissemination of disease by telephone mouth-
pieces, and also with filters, foods, and disinfectants.
The chapter on the bacteriology of milk deals with
the bacterial condition of milk as it issues from the
udder, as it exists in the dairy, as it is delivered to
customers, and as it exists in the house. The effect
of bacteria upon the constituents of milk and the
changes which the latter undergo in the processes
of separating, sterilizing, and pasteurizing are also
discussed. Another chapter deals with the lactic
acid bacteria and their use as butter starters, and for
the production of sour milk for use in the lactic acid
treatment of disease. The report concludes with a
list of some forty communications to scientific
societies contributed by officers of the bureau during
the year. A museum is in course of formation for the
purpose of showing specimens obtained from various
diseases which affect animals and plants in this
State. The collection and filing of reports and
periodicals makes the bureau a repository of infor-
mation from all parts of the world.

THE CRUSADE AGAINST TUBERCULOSIS.
A large public meeting was recently held in the

Sydney Town Hall to inaugurate an active crusade
against pulmonary consumption. Sir Philip Sydney
Jones, in the course of his address, urged the following
measures as being necessary for the prevention and
cure of the disease:-(1) Compulsory notification
throughout the State; (2) the establishment of tuber-
culosis dispensaries; (3) education of the people as
to the causes of the disease and the means of pre-
vention; (4) regulations against spitting in public
convoyances, buildings, side-walks, etc.; (5) free
bacteriological examination of sputum; (6) the regula-
tion of factories and workshops; (7) sanatoriums for
the treatment of early cases; (8) hospitals for the
reception of advanced and incurable cases; (9) farm
colonies for patients leaving the sanatoriums and no
longer in need of active treatment and advice;
(10) association for the care and assistance of the
families of breadwinners while in the sanatoriums;
(11) improved dwellings for the working classes;
(12) open-air schools; (13) playgrounds for school
children; (14) a pure milk and food supply. Speaking
on the question of compulsory notification, he Eaid
that unless it was made universal throughout the
State as it was already in Sydney it would be impos-
sible to discover all the cases. There was nothing in
the objection raised that compulsory notification
would result in hardship to persons suffering from
the disease, since experience of compulsory notifica-
tion as enforced in Edinburgh, Sheffield, Birmingham,
France, America, and elsewhere had shown that no
such hardship had arisen. On the contrary the vast
majority of those concerned had expressed their
pleasure and satisfaction at having their sick ones
looked after by qualified nurses. As regards the pro-
posal to establish dispensaries, they would have
places for the reception and examination of patients,
for keeping a record of the cases, and for the examina-
tion of sputum. At the dispensaries patients would
be instructed how to treat themselves and prevent
their disease spreadingto others. Throughtheagency
of these institutions patients would be visited in their
own homes by doctors if necessary, in any case by
specially trained nurses for treatment, and the
inspection of the dwelling to ascertain the conditions
of life prevailing, and the risks of infection. At the
dispensary also a selection of cases would be made,
early cases would go to sanatoriums, and advanced
and incurable cases to special hospitals provided for
them.

Several other speakers addressed the meeting, and
the net result was the establishment of the National
Association for the Prevention and Cure of Consump-
tion, with Sir Philip Sydney Jones as President, and
Dr. Zlotkowski as Vice President. It was also resolved
that a national fund should be opened, that deputa-
*tions should wait upon the Prime Minisiter of the
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Commonwealth and the State Premier, and communi-
cation should be opened up with the mayors of the
other capital cities throughout Australia, with a view
to the formation of similar associations throughout
the Commonwealth.
As a result of the initiation of this active crusade,

the State Government introduced a bill into the
Legislative Council to provide for the compulsory
notification of tuberculosis throughout the State.
Strong opposition was offered to this measure by some
medical members of the Council, on the ground that
the bill was too vague in not specifying distinctly the
notification of pulmonary tuberculosis; that com-
pulsory notification would inflict unnecessary'hard-
ship upon many unfortunate sufferers from the
disease, as well as on their wives and families, and
that notification should be made to the Board of
Health, and not to local health authorities. On divi-
sion, however, the second reading of the measure was
carried by 11 votes to 7.

tnbita.
[FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRBESPONDENT.]

AN INDEPENDENT MEDICAL PROFESSION.
THE Pioneer Mail of September 30th contains the
following article on the oficial scheme for an "in-
dependent medical service in India":

It has been announced that the Government of India are at
present considering the replies of local governments on the
subject of Lord Morley's scheme for the formation of an
independent medical profession. It has not been announced,
but it is none the less certain that those replies are by no means
as favourable to the scheme as the Government of India in
1908 apparently expected they would be. With all the sympathy
in the world for the legitimate aspirations of Young India, the
local governments, of course, cannot blind themselves to the
disadvantages of proposals whose effect is merely to substitute
'One kind of agency for another-Indian for European, the
unqualified for the qualified, the temporary and independent for
the whole-time, regular medical officer. The local governments
have been in no hurry to send in their answers. They have, as
is their wont in matters of importance such as this, given the
question their full consideration; if they have any prejudices
to voice, those prejudices are at least founded on something
more substantial than philosophic theories as to how the world
should be governed. The local governments are in closer touch
with the people than Whitehall can ever hope to be; they know
what their subjects empbatically do not want; and they are able
to speak with authority as to their own needs and requirements.
If they are unanimous in condemning a proposal-as we are quite
willing to wager they are in this particular case-their views
should suffice to convince most reasonable men that there is
very little to be said for that proposal. We do not, of course,
forget that this specious scheme for creating an independent
medical profession is supposed to be a very old one; that " since
1899 successive Secretaries of State" are claimed by Lord
Morley to have put forward suggestions similar to his own.
But if age sometimes adds to the value of wine, the mere lapse
of time does not necessarily turn the thing that has been oft
repeated into mellow wisdom. Nor is it, as a matter of fact,
the case that the proposals of " successive Secretarie3 of State "
have been in any way identical. Lord George Hamilton, if we
remember right, was impressed with the necessity of not
allowing the I.M.S. to expand beyond the administrative
needs of the country. There had already been recruiting
diffiqulties, and supply might not, he thought, prove equal to
a greatly increased demand, except at ruinous cost to the
exchequer. And if Lord George Hamilton also looked forward
to the growth of an independent medical profession in this
country, he saw no other means of bringing it into existence
than the encouragement of English practitioners to settle in
India. Lord Morley has approached the question from a
different standpoint. His desire is that a "strong effort"
should now be made to reduce the civil side of the I.M.S.
"by gradually extending the employment of civil medical
practitioners recruited in India." His medical scheme, in
fct, is but part of the larger scheme of "breaching the
bureaucracy " wherever and whenever possible. He cares less
for financial considerations than for finding employment for
Indian energies in every direction-a very laudable ideal, pro-
vided efficiency is not unduly sacrificed in the pursuit of well-
meaning reform.
The most unfortunate part of the whole business is that the

Government of India should have been so ready in August,
1908, to fall into line with Lord Morley's views; they had not
referred the question to local governments, but they were
none the less willing to express " their entire sympathy " with
his lordship's desires. True, they advocated a cautious ad-
vance; true, too, they deprecated doing anything that should

lessen the efficiency of the medical schools or diminish the
attractiveness of the Indian Medical Service. But for all that
their attitude was their usual attitude at that time to the
Secretary of State in all matters-Jo Hukm. They found from
inquiries they had made that " about one-third of the officers
holding their civil posts could not be spared for military duty,
even in the event of an emergency so grave as to require a
general mobilization of the army in India," and " to the extent
of that one-third" they straightway set out to consider what
could be done to meet Lord Morley's wishes. The " less impor-
tant civil surgeoncies " were " just the appointments in which
the war reserve officers of the Indian Medical Service can
most suitably be employed, and the transfer of, these surgeon-
cies from that service might therefore cause some embarrass.
ment and lead to increased expenditure." There remained the
more important appointments of civil surgeon, the bacterio-
logical and other special posts, and the professorial chairs; for
these very few qualified independents could, indeed, be found
at the moment, but a beginning might be made with the
qualified candidates that presented themselves. There were
difficulties, doubtless, to be overcome, but "these difficulties
are not, we believe, insuperable, and they will tend to diminish
with the increase in the number of practitioners who are
qualified to hold such appointments (for example, of civil
surgeon) and anxious to obtain them." The Government of
India, as at present constituted, is not likely to be quite so
sanguine on the subject as tbe Government of India of a year
ago; it is more alive to its responsibilities and less inclined to
subsoribe blindly to any policy that the Secretary of State may
see fit to dictate; it is bound also to give due weight to the
opiDioDs of local governments. The result may not prove to be
altogether pleasing to Lord Morley, but it is to be hoped that
the public which has had its interest excited over this question
by the publication of official correspondence a year ago may
have the opportunity of studying the whole case in the light of
the fresh evidence brought to bear upon it.
The first thing that strikes one as incongruous about Lord

Morley's scheme is the belief that lies at the root of it that it is
possible to create an " independent" medical profession by con-
verting a few private practitioners into Government servants.
As well might one endeavour to foster the growth of a civil
engineering profession by giving a few gentlemen commis-
sions in the Royal Engineers. It is surely merely a ques-
tion of the ordinary laws of supply and demand. The growth
of the legal profession in this country is not to be ascribed to
the opportunities offered to lawyers of judicial preferment, but
to the continuously increasing demand for the lawyer's ser-
vices. In all the correspondence that has hitherto passed
between India and London on the subject of Lord Morley's
proposals, there has, it is curious to remark, been no reference
at all to the existence in this country already of a very large
body of private practitioners-practising Eastern medicine.
And yet it is obvious that until the people as a whole begin to
lose faith in the Ojha, the Kabiraj, the Vaid, or the Hakim,
there will be comparatively little call for the services of the
private practitioner trained according to Western methods.
Where there is a demand for Western medicine, there we need
have no fear that its exponents will want for employment. But
it is idle to ignore the important fact that it is only in the
larger towns, such as Bombay and Calcutta, that this
demand at present exists. Remove popular prejudices in
favour of Swadeshi remedied and you will have removed the
principal obstacle in the way of the growth of an independent
profession practisiug Western medicine. Government can, of
cours3, do something-as, indeed, it is doing now-towards
effecting the desired object, by demonstrating the advantages of
Western methods of treatment both in hospitals and dispen-
s%ries, by discouraging the " quack," and by keeping high the
stsndard of medical education. But do what one will to bring
about a change in the people's attitude, it will rest with them
whether they continue to resort to indigenous therapeutics or
become convinced of the greater efficacy of the treatment pre-
scribed by the representatives of Western medicine. You can
take a horse to water, but you cannot always make him drink.
If he is thirsty, you will have no need of urging him to the
water.
And who are to benefit under this scbeme of the Secretary

of State? Not the people of India as a whole; not the private
medical practitioner, who has already a large practice and has
no need of a Government post; not local governments, who
want whole-time medical officers with administrative experi-
ence; not the Anglo-Indian official, who very naturally expecte
to receive medical attendance from men of his own race; but
the unemployed practitioner who has failed to get into the
I.M.B., has not the qualifications of the Civil Assistant Surgeon,
but is to be presented with a handsome salary from the State to
make up for his lack of patients. We believe we are right in
saying at three-quarters of the applications the Government
of India have so far received for medical appointments come
from men with the lowest possible qualifications, and we greatly
doubt whether as many as thirtyapplications have been received
during the whole time the Government of India's medical
register has been kept open. But even were it the case, which
it emphatically is not, that the applicants are sufficiently
numerous and sufifiiently qualified for their claims to deserve
serious attention, it would still be impossible to ignore the
many objections that thereare to a scheme such as Lord Morley
desires to fasten upon India. What, for example, becomes of
the superior attractiveness of the I.M.S3. when most of the
more lucrative1 posts are surrendered to the independent practi-


